
CARBONDALE TREE BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 
NOVEMBER 16, 2017 

CARBONDALE TOWN HALL 
511 COLORADO AVENUE 

6:00 pm 
   

TIME*  ITEM DESIRED OUTCOME 
 

6:00 
 

1. 
 
Roll Call 
 

 
 

 
6:01 

 
2. 

 
Consent Agenda: Approval of October 26, 2017 
Minutes  

 

 
ATTACHMENT A 
APPROVAL 
 

 
6:05 

 
3. 

 
Persons Present Not On The Agenda 
 

 
 

 
6:10 

 
4. 

 
Meet Mike Callas, Town Arborist  

 
 
 

 
6:20 

 
5. 

 
Arbor Day 
 

 
 

 
6:30 

 
6. 

 
Sopris Park Tree Mapping 

 
 

6:40  
 

7. 
 
Tree Board Town Website 

 

  
ATTACHMENT B 

   
6:50 

 

 
8. 

 

 
Adjourn 
 

 

* Please note: times are approximate 
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Carbondale Tree Board
The Tree Board 
 
The Carbondale Tree Board will provide generally for the protection of
trees within the Town, to ensure proper planting and maintenance of trees
in the public  right-of-way and in Town parks, and to provide for the
abatement of nuisance trees on public and private property. 
 
To develop a healthy urban forest and park system of diverse tree species
to protect against potential pest and disease problems. 
 

To create a community with tree lined streets by requiring tree planting standards in new developments while
upgrading and maintaining street trees in existing parks, neighborhoods and commercial or industrial areas. 
 
Board Members 

Dan Bullock, Co-Chair  
Gabe Riley, Member  
Jo Anne Teeple, Member  
Kim Bock, member

Frosty Merriot, Board of Trustee Liaison 
Laurie Lindberg, Town Liaison 
 
If you have questions about the Agendas or Minutes, or if you would like to apply to become a member of the
Tree Board, please fill out an application and contact Angie Sprang at asprang@carbondaleco.net. 
 
Tree Board Application

Tree Protection Standards

Carbondale Tree Ordinance

Recommended trees for the Town of Carbondale - 2015

History:  Siberian Elm, Ulmus pumila aka: Chinese elm, dwarf elm, Asiatic elm, was introduced to North America
by Frank Meyer who, whilst in the employ of the USDA, made several collecting expeditions to the Far East.  The
tree was initially cultivated at the USDA Experimental Station at Mandan, North Dakota, where it flourished. It
was consequently selected by the USDA for planting in shelter belts across the prairies in the aftermath of the
Dustbowl disasters, where its rapid growth and tolerance for drought and cold initially made it a great success. (
Credit Wikipedia ) Over the years, Siberian Elm has proven to be more of a nuisance tree than a valuable urban
tree. 

Carbondale’s Problem:  Siberian Elm trees are ubiquitous in the historic part of Carbondale, and if you have lived
here for any significant period, you’ve probably heard someone complain about them. They were originally
chosen most likely for some of their tempting characteristics such as rapid growth, ease of care, and extreme
hardiness.  While indeed they do provide us with shade and a green canopy, they also provide us with many
burdens and problems that must be addressed.  Siberian Elm Ulmus pumila is widley considered to be an
invasive species because of its fast growth, adaptability, and ability to grow in poor soils.  Posing as a threat to
out-competing native species, it is actually listed as a noxious weed in the neighboring state of New Mexico.

4 of 5 ATTACHMENT B

http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=A0D52A1D-264D-4F32-9713-70FD8532BD0B&Type=B_LIST
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=EDC19E6E-70C2-4334-8B05-A1946DB7E45A&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=7B58D522-6DAC-4688-8AD3-85D272744291&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=4C4BCB89-AA36-4676-BD70-B9EAB9F7558D&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=FDC72DBE-C354-4E34-ACAF-229A125754BC&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=E7DF24BF-72B0-496D-B371-A1C4BCB1E702&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=CC434451-9DA0-4066-9210-E94BA08AF7A7&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=B3482AF8-FBEC-46EE-B8A9-80D0CC151D7F&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=E5E95DAC-AD8E-4456-84A3-69A2C3EB75F4&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=CEAA50C7-AB35-4C3E-9A07-C06D14548B46&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=25ADBA3E-B816-4A2C-954A-3087168F87BC&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=792FDC02-FA0F-4D63-84C0-CBE4D2984FCB&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=9F884717-E89B-4E0A-B2F6-5D932EB790DF&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=9F94EDF3-919C-4DB3-9822-740CC7B91E6E&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=D3D6CC47-78EE-49EC-9629-2A6FD0447FF8&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=424D5E30-BFA0-4BAB-897B-F9ECE10BA555&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=AD088BA9-6956-4634-8B81-1D6F52C1B94C&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=8A1D84C4-4E01-4B5D-BB28-6CF4A8A8760A&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=CEAA50C7-AB35-4C3E-9A07-C06D14548B46&Type=B_BASIC&Design=PrintView
https://www.facebook.com/Town-of-Carbondale-CO-Public-Works-427152770729773/
javascript:document.formSearch.submit();
http://www.carbondalegov.org/
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=2D573E45-A4F5-4382-AAA0-7D302CE98E68&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=AC4A6924-A88E-4943-B4A7-BFBC170D6414&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=1F6D1EF5-AB3F-409F-98E4-53D61DE5EEF9&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=F3A7F3E3-21AE-4FC9-AAF0-5FC71F8B7193&Type=B_PR
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=B205EE1A-BA68-468D-9785-F6C3D86B8B03&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=47A39584-418C-460F-8A82-B0FB8AD76896&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=2AB848EA-85E6-4C31-AADF-F18E6E2B0F84&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=32A91CE6-103A-4876-A327-0C2973795693&Type=SITEMAP
http://www.carbondalegov.org/vertical/Sites/%7BE239F6F5-CCA3-4F3A-8B27-95E8145FD79A%7D/uploads/siberianElm_(3).jpg
mailto:asprang@carbondaleco.net
http://www.carbondalegov.org/vertical/Sites/%7BE239F6F5-CCA3-4F3A-8B27-95E8145FD79A%7D/uploads/%7B6B8778CE-C083-4FAC-828E-D20D3C1C03DA%7D.PDF
http://www.carbondalegov.org/vertical/sites/%7BE239F6F5-CCA3-4F3A-8B27-95E8145FD79A%7D/uploads/tree_guidelines.pdf
http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC={416AA5BA-E184-47CD-B757-741AB19A892A}&Type=B_BASIC&persistdesign=none
http://www.carbondalegov.org/vertical/sites/%7BE239F6F5-CCA3-4F3A-8B27-95E8145FD79A%7D/uploads/Recommended_Street_Trees_DC_revised_02.02.15.pdf


11/15/2017 Tree Board - Official Website of Carbondale, Colorado  

http://www.carbondalegov.org/index.asp?SEC=CEAA50C7-AB35-4C3E-9A07-C06D14548B46&Type=B_BASIC 2/2

Official Website of Carbondale, Colorado 

Home Departments Boards & Commissions Exploring Carbondale News & Announcements Forms Employment Opportunities RFPs Site Map

Why Get Rid of them in the City?:  Beyond Siberian Elm’s negative ecological impacts, it makes for a poor street
tree because it creates heavy woody litter, and its smaller branches are prone to breaking potentially causing
damage.  The major solvable problem we face with our Siberian Elm Street trees is their seedlings, or as I like to
call them “weedlings”, dispersed by their profuse seed production. They cause damage to foundations,
driveways, roads, sidewalks, fences and other structures as they grow against and around these structures. 
Siberian Elms thrive where other plants fail ( ie: in poor, dry hot soils ) and grow rapidly, expanding rapidly
against anything it touches.  The real challenge in preventing damage from the Elm seedlings and saplings is
that they tolerate being cut back.  Even the smallest Elm can withstand being cut completely to the ground only
to grow back on a thicker stalk.  This means that weed eaters and lawn mowers are almost entirely ineffective at
controlling Siberian Elm unless they are used regularly. 

What is the Town of Carbondale doing to address the problem?:  The Mature Siberian Elms that line the streets
of much of old town Carbondale were planted during a different part of the town’s history before there was the
knowledge about the drawbacks of planting Siberian Elm as a street tree.  The town’s approach to managing the
300 or so mature Siberian Elms on town property is to gradually phase them out.  This allows us to continue to
enjoy a large street tree canopy while we continually manage the trees removing the worst trees first.  With new
funding for replacing street trees as they are removed, the goal is to plant a variety of species which will
eventually make up a more diverse and beneficial urban forest.    

What can I do?:  It’s important and wise to remove Elm seedlings before they cause damage to your foundation,
paved surfaces, or fences.  The best way to control Siberian Elm is to “ get them while they’re young.”  The root
system MUST be removed or killed otherwise it will grow back.  This is true for small seedlings all the way up to
mature trees.  The BEST way to control this tree is to uproot seedlings with a diameter of ¼ inch or less.  Pulling
them by hand or using some sort of weed prying device works best.  Unfortunately, once the seedling grows to
about 3/8 to ½ inch in diameter the root system becomes too well-anchored to be removed mechanically.  Check
out the link below for different control options: 
 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5410128.pdf 

David Coon 
Town Arborist/ Horticulturist 
Carbondale Public Works 
dcoon@carbondaleco.net 
(970) 510-1331 

 

 
 Brunnier Matching Grants

 Brunnier Matching Grant Program for planting public trees in Carbondale

 With the very generous financial support of Carbondale resident Kay Brunnier, the Tree Board has
created a matching grant program and will be offering discounted rates to businesses and
individuals wishing to sponsor the planting of a tree on public property, such as in a park or open
space or along one of our streets. The Town of Carbondale will purchase, plant and take care of the
tree, and both the tree species and a suitable location will be decided on with the input of the
person or business sponsoring the tree.  
 
There will be opportunities for trees planted in remembrance of a loved one and also the honoring

of a person, family, school graduation or other special event, but anyone can sponsor the planting of a tree.  
Suggestions for suitable locations in our town that would benefit by the planting of new trees are also welcomed
if you have a particular place that you’d like the tree to be planted.   
Trees on private property or within the yards of homes will not normally be considered for matching funds. 
Trees that are required to be planted by the terms of a development approval will not be considered for matching
funds.

The Brunnier Matching Grant Program will pay 50% of the cost of planting a new tree and, where required, connecting to an
existing irrigation system.   

If you are interested in sponsoring a tree to be planted in the Town of Carbondale, please contact David Coon,
Town of Carbondale Arborist, dcoon@carbondaleco.net
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